
0HILIP฀ 7EBBER�฀ 3'2�฀ SUMMARISES฀ THE฀ FLAWS฀ IN
THE฀ THEORY฀ AND฀ PRACTICE฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀DETERRENCE
FOR฀THE฀5+�

$ESPITE฀ RECENTLY฀ UNCOVERED฀ HISTORICAL฀ EVIDENCE฀ OF
NUCLEAR฀@NEAR฀MISSES�฀AND฀GROWING฀SCIENTIFIC฀EVIDENCE
OF฀THE฀DEVASTATING฀GLOBAL฀CONSEQUENCES฀OF฀THE฀USE฀OF
ONLY฀ A฀ FEW฀ NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ STILL฀ A
WIDESPREAD฀ BELIEF฀ IN฀ THE฀ VALUE฀ OF฀ THESE฀ WEAPONS
AMONG฀ SENIOR฀ POLICY
MAKERS฀ IN฀ THE฀ NUCLEAR
ARMED
NATIONS�฀ )N฀ THE฀ 5+�฀ THIS฀ MANIFESTS฀ ITSELF฀ IN฀ A฀ CROSS

PARTY฀PARLIAMENTARY฀MAJORITY฀IN฀FAVOUR฀OF฀REPLACING฀THE
4RIDENT฀ SYSTEM�฀ 4HIS฀ IS฀ LARGELY฀ BECAUSE฀ OF฀ A
WIDESPREAD฀ BELIEF฀ IN฀ NUCLEAR฀ DETERRENCE�฀ (ERE฀ )
HIGHLIGHT฀THE฀NUMEROUS฀FLAWS฀IN฀THE฀ARGUMENTS฀MADE
IN฀ SUPPORT฀ OF฀ DETERRENCE�฀ IN฀ THE฀ HOPE฀ THAT฀ SOME฀ OF
THEM฀ MAY฀ HELP฀ CAMPAIGNERS฀ MORE฀ EFFECTIVELY
CHALLENGE฀ THEIR฀ POLITICAL฀ REPRESENTATIVES฀ AS฀ THE
PARLIAMENTARY฀ VOTE฀ ON฀ THE฀ REPLACEMENT฀ OF฀ 4RIDENT
APPROACHES฀IN฀EARLY฀�����฀

3OME฀KEY฀ARGUMENTS฀ARE฀REPEATEDLY฀PUT฀ FORWARD฀BY
THE฀ 'OVERNMENT฀ n฀ MOST฀ RECENTLY฀ AS฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE
3TRATEGIC฀ $EFENCE฀ AND฀ 3ECURITY฀ 2EVIEW฀ �3$32	� IN
.OVEMBER฀����฀n฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀BY฀OTHER฀SUPPORTERS฀OF
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS�
s 5+฀WEAPONS฀ARE฀AT฀A฀hMINIMUM�฀CREDIBLEv฀LEVEL��

s 4HE฀NUCLEAR฀DETERRENCE฀EFFECT฀WORKS฀hEVERY฀DAYv��

s 4HEY฀HAVE฀KEPT฀THE฀5+฀OUT฀OF฀CONFLICTS฀FOR฀THE฀LAST
SIX฀DECADES����

)฀WILL฀TAKE฀THESE฀POINTS฀IN฀TURN฀AND฀ALSO฀ADDRESS฀OTHER
DEFICIENCIES฀IN฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀POLICY฀IN฀THE฀3$32�

!RE฀5+฀WEAPONS฀AT฀A฀hMINIMUM�
CREDIBLEv฀LEVEL�
7E฀ HAVE฀ SHOWN฀ IN฀ 3'2฀ BRIEFINGS฀ AND฀ OTHER
PUBLICATIONS�฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀LATEST฀SCIENTIFIC฀MODELLING�
THAT฀ THE฀ LAUNCH฀OF฀ THE฀MISSILES฀ FROM฀A฀SINGLE฀"RITISH
4RIDENT฀ SUBMARINE฀ WOULD฀ DIRECTLY฀ CAUSE฀ ��฀ MILLION
CIVILIAN฀ CASUALTIES฀ AND฀ ALSO฀ LEAD฀ TO฀ A฀ DECADE฀ OF
CLIMATIC฀COOLING฀AND฀DROUGHT฀SEVERELY฀AFFECTING฀GLOBAL
FOOD฀ SUPPLIES�� 5SE฀ OF฀4RIDENT฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ COMPLETELY
DISPROPORTIONATE�฀ BOTH฀ GENOCIDAL฀ AND฀ SUICIDAL�฀ 4HIS
LEVEL฀ OF฀ DESTRUCTIVE฀ CAPABILITY฀ IS฀ VERY฀ FAR฀ ABOVE฀ ANY
REASONABLE฀CRITERION฀OF฀hMINIMUMv�฀

4HE฀'OVERNMENT฀ASSERTS฀THAT฀4RIDENT฀IS฀hMINIMUMv฀ON
THE฀BASIS฀THAT�฀hWE฀POSSESS฀ONLY฀APPROXIMATELY฀��฀OF
THE฀TOTAL฀GLOBAL฀STOCKPILE฀OF฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONSv�� 4HE
CORRECT฀ IMPLICATION฀ TO฀ DRAW฀ FROM฀ THIS฀ IS฀ THAT฀ GLOBAL
STOCKPILES฀REPRESENT฀THE฀ABILITY฀TO฀DESTROY฀CIVILISATION
MANY฀ TIMES฀ OVER฀ AND฀ THAT฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ EFFORTS฀ TO
DRAMATICALLY฀ REDUCE฀ WARHEAD฀ NUMBERS฀ NEED฀ TO฀ BE
STEPPED฀UP฀URGENTLY�฀

4HERE฀ IS฀ ALSO฀ AN฀ IMPLICATION฀ FOR฀ THE฀ CREDIBILITY฀ OF
NUCLEAR฀DETERRENCE�฀!S฀NUCLEAR฀USE฀WOULD฀HAVE฀SUCH
TERRIBLE฀ CONSEQUENCES฀ FOR฀ THE฀ NATION฀ THAT฀ LAUNCHES
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀n฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀FOR฀THE฀TARGET฀NATION฀n
ANY฀ THREAT฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ USE฀ BECOMES฀ MUCH฀ LESS
CREDIBLE฀AND฀ARGUABLY฀NOT฀CREDIBLE฀AT฀ALL�฀

!S฀IT฀IS�฀THE฀'OVERNMENT฀AND฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀$EFENCE
REFUSE฀ TO฀ ACKNOWLEDGE฀ OR฀ ENGAGE฀ WITH฀ THE฀ LATEST
EVIDENCE฀ ON฀ THE฀ DESTRUCTIVENESS฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR
WEAPONS�� /NE฀ CAN฀ PRESUME฀ THIS฀ IS฀ BECAUSE
ADMITTING฀THESE฀FACTS฀WOULD฀UNDERMINE฀THE฀REPEATED
ASSERTION฀OF฀NUCLEAR฀DETERRENCE฀THAT฀IS฀HELD฀UP฀AS฀SO
VITAL฀FOR฀THE฀5+�S฀SECURITY�

$OES฀NUCLEAR฀DETERRENCE฀WORK฀EVERY
DAY฀AND฀HAS฀IT฀DONE฀SO฀FOR฀SIX
DECADES�
)T฀ MAY฀ BE฀ THE฀ CASE฀ THAT฀ NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀ HAVE฀ HAD
SOME฀DETERRENT฀EFFECT�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀DEEPLY฀FLAWED฀TO฀ARGUE
THAT฀IT฀IS฀RELIABLE�฀4HE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀NUCLEAR฀WAR฀DOESN�T
GIVE฀ CLEAR฀ PROOF฀ OF฀ THE฀ EFFECTIVENESS฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR
DETERRENCE฀ IN฀ THE฀ SAME฀ WAY฀ THAT฀ HABITUAL฀ SMOKERS
CANNOT฀CLAIM฀ THAT฀SMOKING฀ IS฀SAFE฀BECAUSE฀ THEY฀ARE
STILL฀ALIVE฀AND฀WELL�฀฀/NE฀THING฀WE฀DO฀KNOW฀IS฀THAT฀WE
HAVE฀NOT฀HAD฀A฀NUCLEAR฀WAR฀DESPITE฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS�
4HE฀EVIDENCE฀FROM฀SIX฀DECADES฀WITHOUT฀NUCLEAR฀WAR฀IS
THAT฀ WE฀ HAVE฀ COME฀ PERILOUSLY฀ CLOSE฀ TO฀ NUCLEAR
DESTRUCTION฀ON฀MANY฀OCCASIONS�฀4HIS฀HAS฀ARISEN฀DUE฀TO
A฀RANGE฀OF฀CAUSES�฀FALSE฀ALARMS�฀MILITARY฀EXERCISES฀THAT
BECAME฀TOO฀REALISTIC�฀FAULTY฀EQUIPMENT�฀HUMAN฀ERROR�
AND฀ POLITICAL฀ BRINKSMANSHIP�� 4HERE฀ ARE฀ NUMEROUS
EXAMPLES฀ FROM฀ HISTORY฀ SHOWING฀ WHEN฀ NUCLEAR
DETERRENCE฀ HAS฀ FAILED�฀ NOT฀ LEAST฀ THE฀ !RGENTINEAN
INVASION฀OF฀THE฀&ALKLAND฀)SLANDS฀IN฀������

4HE฀SIMPLEST฀EXPLANATION฀FOR฀THE฀LACK฀OF฀AN฀ATTACK฀BY
THE฀3OVIET฀5NION฀ON฀.!4/฀COUNTRIES฀IS฀THAT฀THERE฀WAS
NO฀ INTENTION฀ TO฀ DO฀ SO฀ AND฀ THAT฀ THE฀ LARGE฀ NUCLEAR
DEPLOYMENTS฀ ON฀ BOTH฀ SIDES฀ ARE฀ SYMPTOMS฀ OF฀ A
POLITICAL฀ FAILURE฀ TO฀ DEMILITARISE�฀ ,ARGE฀ NON
NUCLEAR
MILITARY฀FORCES฀WERE฀MORE฀CREDIBLE฀AS฀A฀DETERRENT฀TO
CONFLICT฀ AS฀ IS฀ THE฀ MEMORY฀ OF฀ MASSIVE฀ 2USSIAN
CASUALTIES฀ DURING฀ THE฀ TWO฀ PREVIOUS฀ WORLD฀ WARS�
3OMETIMES�฀DIPLOMACY฀WORKED�฀

4O฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀NEAR฀MISSES�฀WE฀NOW฀HAVE฀TO฀ADD฀AN
ONGOING฀AND฀GROWING฀RISK฀OF฀CYBER
ATTACK฀OR฀HACKING�
!฀FORMER฀COMMANDER฀OF฀53฀STRATEGIC฀NUCLEAR฀FORCES
URGES฀ THAT฀ THE฀ �����฀ 2USSIAN฀ AND฀ 53฀ WEAPONS
CURRENTLY฀DEPLOYED฀ON฀HIGH฀ALERT฀ AND฀KEPT฀ READY
TO

FIRE฀ SHOULD฀ IMMEDIATELY฀ BE฀ DE
ALERTED฀ AND฀ PHYSICAL
MEASURES฀BE฀ TAKEN฀ TO฀ LENGTHEN฀ THE฀ TIME฀NEEDED฀ TO
LAUNCH฀A฀WEAPON�฀4HIS฀IS฀TO฀AVOID฀THE฀RISK฀OF฀HACKING
LEADING฀TO฀AN฀UNINTENDED฀LAUNCH฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀VERY฀SHORT

DECISION฀TIMES฀OF฀AS฀LITTLE฀AS฀��฀MINUTES฀IF฀INCOMING
ATTACK฀ IS฀ SUSPECTED฀ TO฀BE฀ IN฀PROGRESS��� (ACKING฀ IS
ALSO฀A฀RISK฀FOR฀5+฀NUCLEAR฀FORCES�฀4HE฀5+฀'OVERNMENT
ASSERTS฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀NO฀HACKING฀RISK฀ON฀THE฀BASIS฀THAT
SYSTEMS฀ ARE฀ @AIR
GAPPED��฀ I�E�฀ NOT฀ CONNECTED฀ TO฀ THE
INTERNET�฀(OWEVER�฀SOPHISTICATED฀METHODS฀CAN฀BYPASS
THE฀ INTERNET฀ VIA฀ SMART
PHONES�฀ MEMORY฀ STICKS฀ OR
APPARENTLY฀INNOCENT฀INDUSTRIAL฀COMPONENTS�฀AS฀SHOWN
BY฀ THE฀CASE฀OF฀ THE฀3TUXNET฀VIRUS฀ INFECTION฀OF฀ )RANIAN
NUCLEAR฀ FACILITIES��� .UCLEAR฀ DETERRENCE฀ WHETHER
EFFECTIVE฀OR฀NOT฀CANNOT฀POSSIBLY฀DETER฀MISCALCULATIONS
OR฀ACCIDENTS�฀

)GNORING฀THE฀THREATS฀CREATED฀BY
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS
4HE฀LATEST฀3$32฀DOES฀NOT฀CONSIDER฀OR฀EVEN฀MENTION฀A
WHOLE฀ SET฀ OF฀ THREATS฀ THAT฀ ARISE฀ FROM฀ THE฀ CONTINUED
STOCKPILING฀ AND฀ DEPLOYMENT฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS
AROUND฀THE฀WORLD�฀INCLUDING฀IN฀THE฀5+�฀4HESE฀INCLUDE�฀
s AN฀ INTERCONTINENTAL฀ NUCLEAR฀ CONFLICT฀ n฀ INVOLVING

THE฀ARSENALS฀OF฀THE฀53�฀2USSIA฀OR฀#HINA�฀
s A฀ REGIONAL฀ NUCLEAR฀ CONFLICT฀ n฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE฀ )NDIA

AND฀0AKISTAN�฀
s THE฀ GLOBAL�฀ DISPROPORTIONATE฀ IMPACT฀ OF฀ THE฀ SOLE

USE฀OF฀THE฀5+฀4RIDENT฀SYSTEM�฀
s THE฀ POSSIBILITY฀ OF฀ ANY฀ OF฀ THE฀ ABOVE฀ SCENARIOS

ARISING฀ DUE฀ TO฀ MISCALCULATION�฀ ACCIDENT฀ OR
HACKING�

s THE฀INCREASED฀DANGERS฀OF฀WEAPONS฀DEPLOYED฀ON
@HIGH฀ALERT�฀STATUS�

4HESE฀ARE฀MAJOR฀OMISSIONS�

4HE฀FUTURE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀5+�S฀NUCLEAR
WEAPONS
4HE฀ 3$32฀ LISTS฀ A฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ FUTURE฀ THREATS฀ THAT฀ 5+
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀ARE฀INTENDED฀TO฀DETER���

4HESE฀ INCLUDE฀ THE฀ RISK฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ MISSILE฀ ATTACK฀ BY
STATE฀OR฀NON
STATE฀@ACTORS��฀4HE฀5+�S฀POSITION฀ON฀THE
!TLANTIC฀ COAST฀ IS฀ FAR฀ FROM฀ ANY฀ POSSIBLE฀ NEW฀ STATE

BASED฀NUCLEAR฀THREAT�฀4HE฀ONLY฀REALISTIC฀ LOCATIONS฀FOR
SUCH฀THREATS฀ARE฀IN฀THE฀-IDDLE฀OR฀&AR฀%AST�฀4HE
HISTORICAL฀LESSON฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀INTENTION฀OF฀ANY
SUCH฀ STATE฀ IS฀ TO฀ TRY฀ TO฀ CREATE฀ ITS฀ OWN
REGIONAL฀NUCLEAR฀@DETERRENT�฀n฀AND฀THE฀CASES฀OF
)RAN฀AND฀.ORTH฀+OREA฀ARE฀RELEVANT฀HERE�฀4HE฀RECENT
RESPONSE฀ TO฀ )RAN฀ IS฀ SHOWING฀ HOW฀ THE฀ INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY฀CAN฀USE฀BOTH฀NEGOTIATIONS฀AND฀SANCTIONS
TO฀PREVENT฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀A฀NEW฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS
CAPABILITY�฀4HE฀ CASE฀ OF฀ .ORTH฀ +OREA฀ SHOWS฀ THAT฀ THE
DEPLOYMENT฀ OF฀ 53฀ NUCLEAR
ARMED฀ AIRCRAFT฀ IN฀ THE
REGION฀ HAS฀ ARGUABLY฀ LED฀ TO฀ A฀ MORE฀ AGGRESSIVE
RESPONSE฀FROM฀THAT฀COUNTRY฀RATHER฀ THAN฀THE฀REVERSE�
/NE฀ THING฀ THAT฀ IS฀ DEFINITELY฀ CLEAR฀ IS฀ THAT฀5+฀NUCLEAR
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WEAPONS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ COMPLETELY฀ IRRELEVANT฀ TO฀ BOTH
SITUATIONS�฀

4URNING฀ TO฀ NON
STATE฀ ACTORS�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ A฀ VERY฀ REAL
POSSIBILITY฀THAT฀TERRORISTS฀COULD฀USE฀HIGHLY฀RADIOACTIVE
NUCLEAR฀MATERIALS฀WITH฀EXPLOSIVES฀TO฀SPREAD฀RADIATION�
4HE฀ONLY฀SOLUTION฀IS฀EFFECTIVE฀POLICING฀AND฀CONTROLS฀OF
NUCLEAR฀ MATERIALS฀ INCLUDING฀ MEDICAL฀ SOURCES�฀ 5+
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀COULD฀NOT฀POSSIBLY฀BE฀OF฀ANY฀USE฀IN
DETERRING฀ THIS฀ THREAT�฀ )N฀ FACT�฀ SOME฀ TERRORIST฀ GROUPS
MIGHT฀ SEE฀ IT฀ AS฀ A฀ SUCCESS฀ IF฀ THEY฀ COULD฀ PROMPT฀ A
NUCLEAR฀RESPONSE�฀

4HE฀3$32฀CITES฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀5+฀4RIDENT฀IN฀COUNTERING
A฀ THEORETICAL฀ FUTURE฀ THREAT฀ FROM฀ 2USSIA฀ �OR฀ POSSIBLY
#HINA	�฀4HIS฀ARGUMENT฀ IS฀ SIMPLY฀NOT฀ CREDIBLE฀AS฀ THE
OVERWHELMINGLY฀ DOMINANT฀ FACTOR฀ IN฀ SUCH฀ 2USSIAN
CALCULATIONS฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ THE฀ HUNDRED฀ TIMES฀ LARGER฀ 53
NUCLEAR฀ ARSENAL�฀ "RITISH฀ NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS฀ ARE
IRRELEVANT�

!ND฀ALL฀OF฀THIS฀DISCUSSION฀ASSUMES฀INTENT�฀2USSIA฀HAS
MAJOR฀ TRADING฀ RELATIONS฀WITH฀.!4/฀COUNTRIES�฀2USSIA
ALSO฀SUFFERED฀TERRIBLY฀DURING฀7ORLD฀7AR฀ ))฀n฀WITH฀���
MILLION฀ SOLDIERS฀ DEAD฀ AND฀ PERHAPS฀ DOUBLE฀ THIS
NUMBER฀OF฀CIVILIANS฀KILLED�฀BY฀FAR฀THE฀LARGEST฀CASUALTIES
OF฀ ANY฀ NATION฀ INVOLVED�฀ 4HE฀ IDEA฀ THAT฀ IT฀ WOULD฀ RISK
LAUNCHING฀ A฀ MAJOR฀ ASSAULT฀ ON฀ .!4/฀ n฀ WHETHER
NUCLEAR
ARMED฀ OR฀ NOT฀ n฀ IS฀ HARDLY฀ CREDIBLE�฀ 0OLITICAL
AND฀ ECONOMIC฀ ACTION฀ AND฀ n฀ IN฀ EXTREME
CIRCUMSTANCES฀ n฀ NON
NUCLEAR฀ MILITARY฀ FORCES฀ ARE
MORE฀ THAN฀ ENOUGH฀ TO฀ DEAL฀ WITH฀ SUCH฀ A฀ RISK�฀ .!4/
CURRENTLY฀ DRAMATICALLY฀ OUTSPENDS฀ 2USSIA฀ ON฀ ITS
MILITARY฀FORCES฀BY฀A฀FACTOR฀OF฀TEN��� WHICH฀RATHER฀BEGS
THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀WHO฀IS฀THREATENING฀WHOM�

4HE฀ RECENT฀ CONFLICT฀ IN฀ 5KRAINE฀ �INCLUDING฀ #RIMEA	
ARGUABLY฀ REFLECTS฀ OLD฀ IDEAS฀ ABOUT฀ @SPHERES฀ OF
INFLUENCE��฀ 7HILE฀ 2USSIAN฀ ACTIONS฀ MAY฀ BE
UNACCEPTABLE�฀ SUCH฀ A฀ CONFLICT฀ MAY฀ ALSO฀ BE฀ PARTLY฀ A
RESULT฀OF฀A฀NEW฀NATIONALISM฀AMONG฀2USSIAN
SPEAKING
MINORITY฀ GROUPS฀ IN฀ SOME฀ %ASTERN฀ %UROPEAN฀ AND
FORMER฀ 3OVIET฀ COUNTRIES�฀ AND฀ A฀ REACTION฀ TO฀ .!4/�S
EXPANSION฀EASTWARDS฀TO฀THE฀BORDERS฀OF฀2USSIA�฀

.UCLEAR฀HYPOCRISY฀AND฀INCONSISTENCY
4HE฀ ARGUMENTS฀ IN฀ FAVOUR฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR

DETERRENCE�฀ USED฀ BY฀ THE฀ 5+฀ AND฀ OTHER
NUCLEAR
ARMED฀STATES�฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀BY฀ANY

COUNTRY�฀ )F฀ NUCLEAR฀ DETERRENCE฀ @WORKS�฀ THEN�฀ TO
FOLLOW฀THE฀ LOGIC฀OF฀ THIS฀PROLIFERATION฀ARGUMENT�฀EVERY
STATE฀SHOULD฀BE฀ARMED฀WITH฀NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS�฀3UCH
BELIEFS฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ THE฀ DRIVER฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ ARMS฀ RACES
SUCH฀AS฀DURING฀THE฀#OLD฀7AR�฀OR฀THE฀NUCLEAR฀STAND
OFF
BETWEEN฀ )NDIA฀ AND฀ 0AKISTAN฀ AND฀ ARE฀ CLEARLY
UNDERSTOOD฀BY฀.ORTH฀+OREA�฀

4HIS฀DOUBLE฀STANDARD�฀THAT฀THE฀EXISTING฀NUCLEAR฀STATES
REQUIRE NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS฀ FOR฀ THEIR฀ SECURITY฀ BUT฀ THAT
OTHER฀ NON
NUCLEAR฀ STATES฀ CANNOT HAVE฀ NUCLEAR
WEAPONS฀ TO฀ AVOID฀ GREATER฀ INSECURITY�฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ THE
SOURCE฀OF฀A฀GROWING฀REACTION฀AT฀THE฀5.�฀PARTICULARLY฀AS
PROGRESS฀ ON฀ DISARMAMENT฀ HAS฀ ALMOST฀ STOPPED฀ AND
HUGE฀ARSENALS฀REMAIN�฀)T฀IS฀THE฀PRIMARY฀DRIVER฀FOR฀THE
START฀ OF฀ A฀ NEW฀ MULTILATERAL฀ LEGAL฀ PROCESS฀ TOWARDS฀ A
NUCLEAR฀ BAN฀ TREATY฀ SUPPORTED฀ BY฀ ���฀ NON
NUCLEAR
STATES���

#ONCLUSION
4HE฀ 53฀ AND฀ 2USSIA฀ CONTINUE฀ TO฀ DEPLOY฀ VERY฀ LARGE
NUMBERS฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR฀ WEAPONS�฀ BUT฀ THE฀ 5+�S฀ ARSENAL
ALSO฀ REPRESENTS฀ A฀ MAJOR฀ THREAT�฀ 7HILE฀ NUCLEAR
DETERRENCE฀MAY฀WORK฀ON฀OCCASION�฀IT฀ALSO฀CREATES AN
ENORMOUS฀RISK฀n฀THAT฀OF฀THE฀DESTRUCTION฀OF฀CIVILISATION
n฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀ CONTINUED฀ DEPLOYMENT฀ OF฀ NUCLEAR
WEAPONS�฀2USSIAN฀AND฀53฀WEAPONS฀KEPT฀ON฀HIGH฀ALERT
MARKEDLY฀ HEIGHTEN฀ THIS฀ RISK�฀ ,AUNCH฀ COMMAND฀ AND
CONTROL฀TECHNOLOGY฀FURTHER฀ADD฀TO฀THE฀RISK฀THROUGH฀ITS
VULNERABILITY฀ TO฀ MISCALCULATION�฀ ACCIDENT฀ AND฀ CYBER

ATTACK�฀ 4HE฀ 5+�S฀ NUCLEAR฀ ARSENAL฀ IS฀ IRRELEVANT฀ IN
DETERRENCE฀ TERMS฀ IN฀ RELATION฀ TO฀ THESE฀ VERY฀ LARGE
ARSENALS�฀ BUT฀ ITS฀ ROLE฀ IN฀DISARMAMENT฀COULD BE฀ VERY
SIGNIFICANT�฀4HE฀5+฀COULD฀CHOOSE฀A฀DIFFERENT฀POLITICAL
PATH฀ SIMILAR฀ TO฀ THAT฀ CHOSEN฀ BY฀ 3OUTH฀!FRICA�฀ "RAZIL�
*APAN฀ AND฀ A฀ LARGE฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ NATIONS฀ WHICH�฀ WHILE
POSSESSING฀THE฀TECHNOLOGICAL฀ABILITY฀TO฀MAKE฀NUCLEAR
WEAPONS�฀SEE฀THE฀BENEFITS฀OF฀NOT฀HAVING฀SUCH฀ARMS�
4HIS฀ PATH฀ WOULD฀ HELP฀ TO฀ IMPROVE฀ INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY�

4HE฀5+฀COULD฀TAKE฀A฀LEADING฀ROLE฀IN฀REDUCING฀THE฀RISK
OF฀NUCLEAR฀WAR฀BY฀IMMEDIATELY�
s TAKING฀4RIDENT฀NUCLEAR฀SUBMARINES฀OFF฀PATROL�
s PLACING฀WARHEADS฀IN฀STORAGE�฀
s CANCELLING฀ THE฀ REPLACEMENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ 4RIDENT

SUBMARINES�฀AND฀
s ACTIVELY฀ SUPPORTING฀ AN฀ ACTIVE฀ 5.�MULTILATERAL

PROCESS฀FOR฀A฀GLOBAL฀NUCLEAR฀BAN�
4HERE฀ WOULD฀ OBVIOUSLY฀ NEED฀ TO฀ BE฀ FURTHER฀ STEPS
TOWARDS฀ COMPLETE฀ DISARMAMENT฀ AS฀ A฀ MULTILATERAL
PROCESS฀PROCEEDED�฀

4HIS฀ IN฀ MY฀ VIEW฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ THE฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ AND
ENLIGHTENED฀COURSE฀OF฀ACTION฀FOR฀THE฀5+฀IN฀ITS฀CURRENT
SITUATION�฀7E฀ONLY฀HAVE฀THIS฀ONE฀PLANET฀AND฀THE฀USE฀OF
NUCLEAR฀WEAPONS฀WOULD฀HAVE฀DISASTROUS฀WORLD
WIDE
CONSEQUENCES�฀.O฀NATION฀CAN฀CREATE฀SECURITY฀FOR฀ITSELF
BY฀THREATENING฀NUCLEAR฀DEVASTATION฀@ELSEWHERE��฀

$R฀0HILIP฀7EBBER฀IS฀#HAIR฀OF฀3'2฀AND฀AUTHOR฀OF
NUMEROUS฀BOOKS฀AND฀REPORTS฀ON฀NUCLEAR

WEAPONS�฀
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